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withered, fall apace, and seem to intimate that I must follow
them; which I shall do without reluctance, being extremely
weary of this silly world.'
One cannot help recalling, in contrast to this bleak
acquiescence [comments Professor Shellabarger], the humble
faith with which Johnson met his death some years later, or
the exultant joy of Wesley's final hours in the bare little
room near City Road.
Chesterfield is perhaps to be pitied rather than blamed . . .
[for not becoming a Wesleyan!]. . . . The smile of a Marivaux
or a Chesterfield may be one of life's greatest tragedies-"
He even blames all Chesterfield's older friends, "gentleman
Congreve ashamed to be thought a writer," Marlborough
("what grace! it secured him the favour of Lady Castle-
rnaine and a tip of five thousand pounds"), Lord Peterborough
("a comic hero ... a philanderer to the day of his death"),
Bolingbroke, Vanbrugh: all are considered the worst possible
influences, while meanwhile:
"In Dartmouth, on Lower Street, a very low fellow,
indeed a microscopic fellow from the standpoint of St. James,
was tinkering in those days on a mad device for pumping
water by fire out of mine pits. It was a blacksmith called
Newcomen. . . . About this time, too, was born at a poverty-
stricken rectory in Lincolnshire a boy who had as few and
as poor expectations as Philip Stanhope had great ones . . .
And yet he would change the course of English history," etc.
Wesley, of course, again.
Granted that the author disapproves of Chesterfield, he has
written a very interesting book about him, for he is intelligent
enough to see that Chesterfield's life represents, as it were, the
second "line of defence of paganism, just as Rochester's, for
instance, is the front line which apologists find almost too hot to
hold and which they have often to evacuate. The Cyrenaicism
of Rochester Idlled him in his thirties, the mellow Stoicism of
Chesterfield secured'him happiness till he was eighty. Even
Professor Shellabarger can only find a small measure of mis-